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Subject: Need for an independent third-party to monitor impacts of PMPRB regulations in
context of proposed GMEP

As leaders of organizations in the field of cancer research, we are writing to share our concerns
regarding the indirect downstream impacts of the Patented Medicine Prices Review Board
(PMPRB) regulation changes on the health and quality of Canada’s biomedical research
ecosystem.

We would like to note that we are not taking a position on medicine pricing. We fully support
the government’s efforts to improve medicine affordability and access for Canadians.
However, we believe that the PMPRB changes could have inadvertent but harmful impacts on
the health research ecosystem and it is critical that these impacts be further examined.

In this context, we support the aim of the PMPRB’s Guideline Monitoring & Evaluation Plan
(GMEP), particularly the intention to monitor changes in research investments, clinical trials,
and medicine access. However, it would be inappropriate for the PMPRB to carry out these
important assessments due to the obvious conflict of interest.

For this reason, we strongly believe that this work needs to be done by credible, independent
experts (e.g., the Auditor General of Canada, Canadian Institutes of Health Research, etc.) in a
transparent and open manner, and subject to peer review (ideally international peer review,
which is standard practice in the research field, and which can help mitigate any potential
conflicts of interest).

In terms of monitoring the impacts of the reforms on research investments, we also
recommend providing a role (e.g., observer status) to organizations such as Research Canada
or the Canadian Health Research Forum, who understand the health research ecosystem and
can provide perspectives about the situation “on the ground.”

We would also like to stress that these critical impact assessments need to be conducted prior
to the adoption of the regulations (in addition to after) to avoid a potential catastrophe. For
this reason, we request that the planned implementation date of the PMPRB regulation
changes be pushed back by 6 months — from July 1, 2021 to January 1, 2022.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our input.

Sincerely,



The Canadian Health Research Forum
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Mr. Richard Fajzel M.B.A.
CEO, Exactis Innovation
Chairman, Board of Directors CQDM
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Mr. Barry Stein B.Comm, B.C.L., LL.B
President, Colorectal Cancer Canada
President, Coalition Priorité¢ Cancer au Québec
Founding member, CPAC National Colorectal
Cancer Screening Network
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Diane Gosselin PhD, M.B.A.
President and CEO, CQDM
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Janet E. Dancey MD, FRCPC
Director, Canadian Cancer Trials Group
Scientific Director, Canadian Cancer Clinical Trials Network
Edith and Carla Eisenhauer Chair in Clinical Cancer Research
Ontario Institute for Cancer Research Clinician Scientist
Professor, Department of Oncology, Queen's University, Kingston, ON Canada
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Aaron Schimmer MD, PhD, FRCPC

Staff Physician and Senior Scientist at the Princess Margaret Cancer Centre, University Health Network

Director of Research, Princess Margaret Cancer Centre
Professor, Department of Medical Biophysics, University of Toronto
Co-leader of OICR’s Acute Leukemia Translational Research Initiative
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Dr. David Malkin MD, FRCP ©
Senior Staff Oncologist, Division of

Haematology/Oncology at the Hospital for Sick Children
(Sick Kids)
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Dr. Gerald Batist MDCM, CM, CQ, FRCP(C). FACP, FAHC

Director, Segal Cancer Centre, Jewish General Hospital, and
McGill Centre for Translational Research in Cancer
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Rafi Hofstein PhD
Past President and CEO MARs Innovation/TiAP (2009-2019)

Member of the Board of Directors, Exactis Innovation
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Laszlo G. Radvanyi, PhD
President & Scientific Director, The Ontario Institute
for Cancer Research (OICR)
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Stephanie Michaud PhD
President and Chief Executive Officer BioCanRx

Rodney Ouellette MD, PhD

Founding Scientific Director, the Atlantic Cancer Research Institute (ACRI)
Associate Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Universit¢ de Moncton
Scientific Director, Vitalité Health Network

Susan Marlin
President and CEO,
Clinical Trials Ontario

/&//{ \ / ;gﬁ(" ﬁﬂy{\

Dr. Kelly McNagny
Professor of Medical Genetics & Biomedical Engineering
University of British Columbia



